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4. Paperback cover

■  	Calculation of the total cover width 
	 3 mm trim allowance + book size width + spine width + book size width + 3 mm trim allowance

	 Outlined on pages 8 + 9. 

	 e.g. page format DIN A4 210 x 297 mm
	 Cover width 3 mm + 210 mm + 8 mm + 210 mm + 3 mm = 434 mm

■  	Calculation of the total height of the cover: 
	 	3 mm trim allowance + book size height + 3 mm trim allowance 

	 e.g. page size DIN A4 210 x 297 mm 
	 Height of the cover 3 mm + 297 mm + 3 mm = 303 mm

3	Spine text centred in relation to the thickness of the spine, positioning at the top is variable
3	Please do not place any elements that begin or end exactly at the edge of the spine (due to pro	
	 duction tolerances, exact positioning cannot be guaranteed).

■  	Calculation of the spine width
	 Cover paper + book block thickness

	 Thickness of the cover paper 350 g = approx. 1 mm + 1 mm (“space”) = 2 mm
	 Book block thickness Bookfactory standard paper Magno matt 170 g/m² = 1 sheet 0.155 mm
 
	 e.g. book block with 80 pages /40 pages Magno matt 170 g/m² > 40 x  0.155 = 6.2 mm
	 2 mm + 6.2 mm = 8.2 mm 	i.e. the spine is 8.2 mm wide

3	A paperback does not have any endpaper at the front or back.
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Paperback cover A4 portrait
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Cover scored 4 times

The spine width can be determined using our online tool:
www.pdf-to-book.ch/selection/spinecalculator

Bar code, only for collection orders
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5. 	Book content

3	High resolution PDF as single pages (no pasteboard)
3	Additional trim allowance of 3 mm all round
3	PDF is therefore a net book size with 3 mm trim allowance all round
3	Please create PDF without any print or crop marks
3	Example: A4 portrait 	net = 210 x 297 mm	      gross incl. allowance  = PDF size 216 x 303 mm
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A4 landscape

Ausgeschossene beschnittene Innenseite: 410 x 270

Seitenformat:  Einzelseite 205 x 270

INHALT alle Angaben [in mm]

Druckbogenformat: 460 x 320

Bitte unbedingt beachten: beim Anliefern von Einzelseiten bei den 
ungeraden Seiten LINKS sowie bei geraden Seiten RECHTS keinen Beschnitt
(siehe Ausschiessschema).

1

2 3

4

Ausschiessschema Inhalt
Ausgeschossene Innenseite mit rundum 3mm Beschnitt: 416 x 276

Important - please note: 
On the first and last content page, 
a 3 mm white, endpaper gluing margin must be created.

3 mm + 3mm must remain white
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The layout of the content file for both paperback 
and hardcover books occurs according to the same 
procedure. 

The first content page in the book is the right side. 

The “endpaper”, which in the case of a hardcover (at 
the front and at the back of the book) links the book 
block to the book cover, is NOT counted to the content 
pages and is automatically included. 

The standard endpaper in our books is Hahnemühle, 
ribbed, white

Bar code in the content only on the last page!
Only for collection orders.

Bar code in the content only on the last page!
Only for collection orders.
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6. Settings Adobe PDF export

■   General  
3 Select PDF/X-3:2002
3 Standard: WITHOUT
3 Compatibility: Acrobat 4 (PDF 1.3)
 
  

■  Compressio

■   Marks and cut
3 No print marks, crop marks etc…
3 With 3 mm trim allowance all round
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Screenshots: InDesign CS4



■    Output
3 No colour conversion
3 Include all source profi les 
 with tags  
 
This setting generates a PDF which is 
device-independent. 
Colour space conversion only occurs on 
the HP Indigo RIP
according to our adapted profi les. 

■   Extended
3 Transparency reduction with 
 high  resolution

Checking the PDF data

Check the PDF with the pre-fl ight
functions in Acrobat before relaying: 
overprint preview, embedded fonts, 
image resolution, and added trim 
allowance

■   Prepress > sheet off set CMYK
3 CHECK only (no corrections)
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Screenshot: Adobe Acrobat 9 Pro


